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Rabbi Miller’s Prologue

PRINTING WAS INVENTED IN Maintz19 in 1440. This innovation was 
hailed by one Jewish writer as the greatest of all the contriv-
ances, and he expressed to Hashem the deepest gratitude for 
this gift.20 To the “people of the book,” printing indeed was an 
enormous blessing; for hitherto only the wealthy or a public 
institution could own more than a few Torah works. Now the 
precious volumes began to proliferate21 and they breathed a new 
enthusiasm and more widespread interest in Torah study. The 
first printed Talmud Bavli was produced by the gentile printer, 

19 Maintz Maintz, a town on the German Rhine River with a long Jewish pres-
ence and fame for scholarship, including Rashi and a host of great rabbinic per-
sonages; the town also has a sad history of vicious treatment at hands of the 
Christians, especially during the Crusades. 
20 Jewish writer Rabbi Miller does not specify the writer and his papers did 
not give an indication. 
21 volumes began to proliferate From its single point of origin in Mainz, 
G ermany, printing spread within several decades to over two hundred cities in a 
dozen European countries. By 1500, printing presses throughout western Europe 
produced more than twenty million volumes and by the mid-sixteenth century 
200 million books had been printed. The first book printed — the Bible — had 
of course been written by the Jews. Countless Jewish books followed. 
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Bamberg, in Venice in 1520. Immediately, Jewish printing houses 
all over Europe were thus created. As great a blessing as was this 
new invention, which brought the Torah to the masses of our 
people, we see later that it exemplified the principle that “all the 
matters of this world are tests for men” (Mesilas Yesharim22). The 
evil inclination of men subsequently seized this gem that Hashem 
had bestowed. They utilized it to corrupt the masses of the Holy 
Nation at the same time that myriads of Jews were finding their 
delight and inspiration in the flood of precious Torah works that 
filled their libraries and homes.

A tremendous difference exists between the world of Judaism 
and the outside world.

This truth is of the utmost importance. It is the foundation of 
the understanding of Torah. If Torah is approached in the same 
manner as the matters of the world are approached, the Torah 
will not only be unappreciated but also misunderstood.

The chief difficulty in understanding the doctrine of Judaism 
is not in the nature of the subject, for when approached with a 
fresh mind the Torah captures the imagination and fires the zeal 
of thinkers, patriots, idealists, and righteous men. The difficulty 
in understanding the Torah lies in the fact that our generation 
has been nurtured and satiated by bias against the Torah.

A mountain of propaganda has been poured over Judaism, 
and the mind of the children of the generation struggles to see 
the buried truth. Libraries have been written against the Jewish 

22 Mesilas Yesharim “Path of the Just”; famous and invaluable mussar (ethical) text 
on the perfection of character, composed by the influential Rabbi Moshe Chaim 
Luzzatto, known as the Ramchal (1707–1746).
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character by enemies of our people, and oceans of ink and hur-
ricanes of speech have issued from the pens and mouths of the 
vilifiers of the Talmud.

During the past century, the ranks of our slanderers have 
been swelled by pen-wielders and orators from our own people. 
Poems, satires, malicious novels, prejudiced history books, 
and propaganda literature have poured from the presses of the 
maskilim,23 the Socialists,24 the Bundists,25 the Communists,26 
the Reformers,27 and renegades from Judaism operating as free 
 lances in their own name. So much odium was cast on the name 
of true Judaism that many were ashamed to admit their loyalty 

23 Maskilim Self-proclaimed nineteenth-century “enlightened ones” seeking re-
form of Judaism and unfettered entry into secular society, generally discarding 
Torah mandates in the process. 
24 Socialists Proponents of the movement conceived in the late nineteenth, 
and implemented in Russia in the twentieth, century proposing 1) an economic 
system in which the means of production and wealth are publicly owned, man-
aged, and distributed; and 2) a political system seeking social equality. A heavily 
Jewish movement in theory and implementation. 
25 Bundists Members of a Jewish eastern-European political party that advo-
cated labor-class struggle, and competed for a primary role in socialist govern-
ments in the early decades of the 1900s. 
26 Communists Advocates of a classless and stateless society structured on so-
cialist goals, namely abolition of private property and free access for everyone to 
the anticipated bountiful production they insisted would occur.
27 Reformers Jewish leaders disputing the validity of Torah law, and advocat-
ing abolishment of Jewish practices and observances. The Reform implemented 
changes in the forms of worship to conform to prevailing German church ser-
vices, and curtailed Jewish customs that embarrassed them in the eyes of their 
gentile neighbors. 
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to Torah. An Orthodox Jew was something to sneer at, at best 
to tolerate, but never to admire. The profaning of the laws of the 
Torah became a matter of course. Under the smoke barrage of 
the newspapers and orators, the common people were enabled to 
divest themselves without embarrassment of their former respon-
sibilities. The prejudice against Torah was established, after years 
of propaganda, in the common people.
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